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The State of
Bridgewater:
Developments in
the Bridgewater
State College
Campus Through
Undergraduate
Student Activism

KAYLA JANE HOYT

Introduction

ho gets to decide? Throughout history,

this question is the root of all conflicts,

whether it is the Han Dynasty in the sec-
ond century BC expanding its boundaries into southern
China or a teenager fighting her parent about wearing
eye make-up. The critical points of the transition of
power shape the development of the involved parties.
Broad generalizations do not display the localized chal-
lenges. History is instances of change and when a pat-
tern of reoccurrence emerges, it then becomes a nation-
al issue used to speak for all Americans. When looking
at the United States, a diverse nation of people, finding
those perfect instances of change that can represent all
America is quite the undertaking. Nevertheless, peo-
ple portray the past though the instances done by the

few. People pull moments from history and say “The

Bridgewater State University

Brady Bunch was a popular TV show in the 1960s so
American families were fascinated with the storyline of
families and everyday challenges.” However, how can
you try to express the entire national experience into
one formidable argument? Rather, it is more effective to
overview the experiences at a local level to understand
the experiences of people in the historical context and

then compare them to the national discussion.

Culling student and college publications for the words,
images, and activities of undergraduate students who
attended Bridgewater State College campus, this study
highlights how they defined and responded to issues in
their day. Stepping into the Bridgewater State Univer-
sity Archives, we find materials that allow us to tell this
story. While building on the work of historians who have
studied prominent national activists, this study tells an-
other story: the most ordinary, far more common, and
thus even more telling experience of undergraduate stu-
dents at a small, public, state college. By tracing local
student activism at a small college campus, we gain an
understanding of how and why the national movement
had such a profound impact on American society. What
we find is that undergraduate students at Bridgewater
State College from 1960 to 1975 used various campus
platforms to obtain state funding, reproductive rights,
and alcohol consumption guidelines. In doing so, stu-
dents developed sophisticated political and leadership
skills.

Founded in 1840, Bridgewater Normal School opened
with the purpose of training Massachusetts’s teachers.
Housed in the old Bridgewater Town Hall, 28 students
enrolled hoping to become predominant members of

the educational community. Six years later, the
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Bridgewater State Normal School opened a new school
building, becoming the first in America that was built

for this reason.

Often called the home of teacher education in Amer-
ica, the institution sought to prepare young educators
not only through the educational curriculum but also
through leadership development. With the institutional
motto “Not to be ministered unto, but to minister,” the
institution challenged the faculty and students to seek
deeper meaning in their time at the school than simply a
place for classes. Since its founding, the administration

and students have aspired to do just that.

When reading through historical documents and pre-
served archival material on the institution, the name
was not the only aspect of the institution that trans-
formed. Originally named Bridgewater Normal School,
the institution has since undergone six name changes
in its history: Bridgewater Normal School, Bridgewa-
ter State Normal School, Bridgewater Teacher College,
State Teachers College at Bridgewater, Bridgewater
State Teacher College, Bridgewater State College, and

Bridgewater State University.

In addition, as the name of the institution changed, so
did administrative involvement. With head administra-
tive positions transforming from principal to president,
faculty members from teachers to professors, and stu-
dents developing from students to leaders, the institu-
tion transformed with the national society. In physical
appearance, the institution grew in land and buildings
to accommodate the growing development in student
pursuit of higher education. Additional administrative,

academic, residential, and recreational buildings were
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constructed to provide a well-rounded institution for
students to live and learn. Student and faculty enacted
changes in the educational system to adapt to the grow-

ing societal developments.

Alcohol Consumption

In the early 1960s, the societal roles carried through
from the 1950s, including the role of women as subser-
vient to men and elders given a high level of respect,
were emulated in the administrative powers at the insti-
tution. The undergraduate students were provided a stu-
dent and dormitory handbook that outlined the expecta-
tions of the students during their undergraduate careers.
In reading these policies, the gender ideals and power
dynamics are shown. In the 1961-1962 Bridgewater
State College Dormitory Handbook for Women, under
the subsection entitled “Concerning Eating Places,” the
handbook outlines the regulations for undergraduate
women. It is written, “no girl may go to any place in the
Bridgewater where liquor is served... the possession or
use of liquor on this campus is STRICTLY FORBID-
DEN. Failure to observe this ruling will be considered
sufficient cause for the dismissal of a student from the
College.”" Any female undergraduate student, accord-
ing to this administrative regulation, was not permitted
to enter any premises in the town of her educational in-
stitution in which alcohol was served, regardless of her
age. Furthermore, if a student was found in violation
of this regulation, it was punishable by expulsion from
the institution. In 1961, the undergraduate students did
not have autonomous control over their bodies. Word-
ing such as “STRICTLY FORBIDDEN” enforced the
severity and threatening nature of power the adminis-
tration held over its students. Undergraduate students,

who range in average ages of eighteen to twenty-five
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were being disciplined and instructed to abstain from
alcohol consumption and boycott any location in which
alcohol is consumed. Surveying further through the
institutional regulations on alcohol consumption, this

policy did not remain much longer.

On September 16, 1971, the institution’s student news-
paper, The Comment, published an article “Rathskeller
Underway,” which can be viewed in Figure 1. This ar-
ticle outlines for the student readers the progress in the
construction of an on-campus bar which served alcohol
to students. The construction of the on-campus bar was
funded by several campus-based organizations. The
Student Government Association, a student body dedi-
cated to serving the collective interests of Bridgewater
State College, was funded by the campus community for
effective living in a democratic society, advocating for
the students’ rights and needs and encouraging self-reli-

ance in the Association’s search for truth and justice. As

the largest and longest standing organization on cam-
pus, the SGA donated $10,000 for the construction. In
addition to this, the Day Student Organization, a stu-
dent body of undergraduate students primarily focused
on the enhancement of the undergraduate experience
for students whose academic time at the institution was
during the day, donated $3,000 to the cause. And lastly,
the Student Union Building Funds provided the remain-
ing costs for the project, which totaled over $30,000.
The students of the institution initiated a campus-wide
reformation of policy and campus dynamic through

the budgeting of their finances and on-campus action.’

The aspiration for equity in the institutional adminis-
trative policy on alcohol consumption, regardless of
student gender identity and changes in alcohol con-
sumption, resulted in the creation of a campus-based
bar based on student organized funds. When the bar

was finally opened, primarily female students served as

The COMMENT has learned concessiopaire would have been plete the new librgry in time for the
yfrom Mr. Edward Mesney, Dir- resp for the of the scademic yesr.
lector of the Stdent Union that of the ventilacion ss well a5 the The minimum time for bid is two

Rath Skeller Underway

1 specifications for heating and completion of the entire ares. weeks according to state
i regulations, With this in mind Mr.
Meaney said the bids are due back
in his office by September 29,

Schaefer Brewery and their
affilistes are designing the bar,
which will be ready for construc-
tice upos completion of the piump-

in the R

) Rathskelier will become reality.

The idea for a Rathekeller was
formulated two years ago under the
original Building Committee for
Student Union. The Student
on Building Committes orig-
ally decided to place the bar in
the Music Loumge. Bur it was
decided that with the reapidly
expanding  studest  body the

) for the demand. After the est-
b ablishment of the Board of
) Governors it was felt that the area
} designated for bowling alleys would
) better servethecollege community
} as a rathskeller. The Interior Dec-
» orator was theo  instructed to
) prepare & scheme for the area
:whl.ch was then approved by the
» Rathskeller Commimee of the
) Board of Governors.

i Mr, Meaney explained the rea-
) son for the lack of heating and vent~
) flation in the 2400 sq. ft area. In
} the original building plans the aren
) wes designated for bowling alleys
 which were to be semt out fer
! bid and leased 10 & concessionaire
+ much In the same manner as the
! food service is handled. The

EE%

Mr. Mesney further explained to
The COMMENT that the ventilation
must be installed befare work can
proceed on paisting wiring and
installation of heating ducts.

Mr. Meaney explained the delay
in the completicn of specifications
from the original deadli

Mr, Meaney spproached campus
engineer , Mr, James C

of March.

The Rathskeller is to be funded

asking him if he could be of any
service i the completion of speci-
fications for the Rathskeller area,
Mr. Cummings agreed to offer his
services since the savings to the
studeat body would amounmt to
between $3,000 and $5,000. Mr,
Meaney called  Mr, Cummings
several times during the summer
months  asking for the speci-
fications -- the deadline was

pusbed back several times. The

original deadline for the specifica~
tions for heating and ventilation
was July 1, the plans were finally
submitted on September first and
sent cut for bid on September 14
after review by the Student Union
Staff,

Mr. MeaneySaid that he realizes
that Mr. Cumnmings staff is under-
sized and overworked and were
caught up in the final rush tocom-

throggh  d of several
arganizations. The 5.G.A. Council
has donated $10,000,00 from the

bartenders. Within ten years
the female undergraduate stu-

dents enrolled at Bridgewater

$.G.A. Pacilities Fund, the now
defunct Day Srudents Association
dooated the balance of their trea-
sury amounting to §3,000.00. The
remainder of the necessary outlay
has been budgeted by the Board of
Governors through  the Stdent
Union Bullding Fund. Mr.
Meaney estimared that the entire
construction packsge would amount
to some $30,000,00,

State College went from be-
ing unable to step foot into
a building where alcohol

was served in the Bridgewa-

ter area to then being paid to

times:

TUES.

TUES.

AN M M W W W W W W W W W

S.U.)
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Seniors
If you have not received your CAP &
GOWN, you may do so at these

THURS. SEPT.16 4-5 p.m.
SEPT. 21 8:30-9:30

(Invocation)
These are the only times you may pick
up your cap & gown. Cost: $5.00.
Place: Senior Class Office (2nd floor

serve alcohol to Bridgewater
State College students. The
students took the initiative
4-5 p.m.
to enact a localized change
in power and autonomy. The

right and ability to control

I W A W W W WY N NN VWY
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individual alcohol consump-

Fig. 1. The Comment, September 16, 1971.

Bridgewater State University

tion as young adults of legal
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age were the fights these students took over, regardless
of the gender of the consumer. Before, the administra-
tion was the governing body controlling their ability to
decide whether they could drink alcohol. The students
changed this. The undergraduate students at Bridgewa-
ter State College challenged the administrative control
regarding the student’s decision-making abilities over
their choice of alcohol consumption. This change gave
students the power to decide when and where they con-
sumed alcohol. Through the initiative to bring about an
on-campus bar and work on proposing new adminis-
trative policies, students’ efforts set in place a change
in the campus cultural acceptance of women’s alcohol
consumption. The students seized control of their own
bodies and decisions. This localized transformation of
power from administration to students shaped the prog-
ress of the institution. This displayed the undergraduate
student desire to be responsible for making decisions
about their wellbeing, rather than continue in subservi-
ence to the administrative ruling. Students gained the
right to control their own bodies through their efforts in

constructing an on-campus bar.

Reproductive Rights

The impact of the national second-wave feminist
movement is evident at Bridgewater State College in
reviewing student-generated writings. Nationally, it is
accepted and understood that the first wave of the fem-
inist movement was the suffrage movement of the late
nineteenth century and early twentieth century. The sec-
ond-wave feminist movement took place in the 1960s.
With a broad range of issues, from sexuality, marriage
rights, workplace equality, and reproductive rights, the
second-wave feminist movement sparked a national de-

bate on the rights and treatment of women in the nation.
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When reviewing the college newspaper The Campus
Comment, we find that the phrase “the political is per-
sonal” was often reflected in front-page news. The first
instance this occurred was during the 1965 Bridgewater
State College Anniversary Symposium. At this 125th
Anniversary celebration, notable speakers presented to
the student body on various topics. As seen in Figure
2, the primary symposium discussion of this event was
for the division of Natural Sciences and Mathematics.
In this speech, the discussion on population control
and its global impact focused the dialogue. Dr. Mar-
shall C. Balfour, consultant to the Population Council
of New York, for his topic focused on the need for pop-
ulation control and the governmental impact of birth
control. Notably, the author stated there was a “greater
percentage of student attendance at this symposium.”
With an array of undergraduate students amongst a pre-
sentation on the positive global impact of birth control,

the dialogue for birth control use then began to grow.

The Campus Comment, as the student-run newspaper,
published material not only of student interest, but also
provided the voice for student concerns. When read-
ing these issues, repetitive patterns in the dialogue of
student concerns around birth control surfaced in the

articles published.

Richard Rosenberg, in the May 3, 1967 issue of The
Campus Comment, as seen in Figure 3 published an ar-
ticle entitled “BIRTH CONTROL: A Hushed Problem.”
In this article, he did not discuss the argument itself,
but rather challenged the readers to admit that repro-
ductive rights were an issue. The discussion of sexual
relations, pregnancy, and contraception was a “hushed”

topic and undergraduate student Richard Rosenberg

Bridgewater State University



SYMPOSIUM SCORES
POPULATION PROBLEMS

"Proidens of Exparing Popalation™ wsas the tith of Symgcelsms #2 i a
saries of foser spmpossy Oeleloatimg the 1200 ssabversary of BAC, This
ymparun belo an Navowdey 31d st eticed by Sot Divstion of Nalarel
Schmovw and Nathamoticos, sader 9w dyectice al Dy, Frook Riferty,

D Berbe bugm by saying thet

There I» 33 pretiem, ooly pewr

Vlt“ cboh (0"0“‘ Toewwe! ¢ 10 Ry OO
o fNelds of Jowplvy

of teavertisl space =0

Dr. Dulen of the rpeoad depuint~ syl Ywre seeld be room bor a2

a2 cemoureedd the formation of el e wivende of peapie I
Verse fpoddrg Chotr, Dy, Dulin, el caniy* 2 the quality of
aha Aas it Ageech enird o srtas like xemt bo rgroned tecrane

revetal Gl T OOl ralt anide sow Bere Iy ot ‘ore re ke Ine

rrale parpame of te oy e g fasirds] oowqOes 9 wisch 1 16 ¢
spprecistion of Uxw crrcbicaal and W W et ad 3 2w ctvgbanin
the Sram s ol peciry = st b Shwged fram projctisn to
IRAs TRroInd Suragh the spabes word coetrel bocwse fare taw been

T Vorse Hwabisg Uhatr will endegh hawao eOMRIA' aboet

e sversl ooecerts during de
pear, e firet beleg st Carietzus,
5 Sowmotion With tha 1300 Asel~ crwelnl ¥ 15 " gl 3
versary of Deicgewpier, Dr. Dubis of szawere, not Swlr fooreclation.”
I wriBiog & Lrie basx! oo Ihe He Bt very cptimmistic sbew! Ihe
slgmiliosrs ad Cramatio woltests TRlars Boowgte s Dak 180 Barunra
dryes froen the Maetery of the college to contral popolatice growil sod %
16 W et rforrred 0! U grosed Les e wpoly Soctrmiogionl akills %o wydors
Ing cwrecrceles saxt spoing, The Jerebiped arean,

groap will also perfaem at 3 Grook Dr. Dalfoss wes also cprizistic,
Srama 1o Lo peeses vt in May, Axre Rel oot Sor 1M sarsd revsons,  He

Yaoiieg reare sely 't
S arcphaniced st the

BIRTH CONTROL:
A Hushed Problem

by Richard Rosenberg

Sclentists have worked throughout
the centuries on various experi-
ments and have made numerous dis-
coveries, The results of their
findings have often caused heated
arguments and debates, We are in
the midst of various controversies

n our H

vehement of these quarrels {s over
Birth Control. This article doesn't
concern itself with the rightness and
wrongness of birth control but only
asks that people face the fact that
the problem exists and some solu-
tion must be reached,

Recently we have seen thres
events that have shown the archaic
belief that {f you don’t face up to a
problem {t will disappear, Approxi-
mataly two weeks ago at Boston
University, a gentleman from New
York, William Baird, was arrested
for lecturing on birth control and
distributing birth control devices to
the students, He was charged with
breaking a Massachusetts law that
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only a doctor can give birth control
advice and that advice only can be
given fo married people,

Fig. 3. The Campus Comment, May 3, 1967

ment, women and feminist movement advocates not

had an e peopls, a0 mpposasad
checul-apeakdng.

Fig. 2. BSC Anniversary Symposium, The Campus
Comment, November 15, 1965.

challenged his peers to open the dialogue on this issue.*
With the generation prior raised upon the ideals that a
proper woman did her due diligence in the household
for her husband and was the height of perfection, the
discussion of any displeasure from the woman was a

taboo thought. With the second-wave feminist move-

Bridgewater State University

only challenged the societal norms, but they shouted
the reality of the unjust treatment and quality of life for
women. Change cannot come from silence, and avoid-
ance of the issue will not make it go away. Localizing
the issue of birth control and contraception, the article
moves on to discuss the events at Boston University

involving William Baird.

In Massachusetts, a man by the name of William Baird
was a leading activist for reproductive rights. Given the
name “Father of Birth Control,” Mr. Baird was
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"It RaIRD

BRIDGEWATER ... Bill Baird,
who has  been

or 18th. Watch your bulletin

Bill Baird Speaks at C.F.

helped got into trouble, and |
assume | would have.”

“*“*None of us who try to help
in this matter feel that what

paid the bill.

Baird said he got involved
when, as a clinical director for
EMKO, a company that
manufactures a birth control
foam, he was in a New York
City Hospital one night, He saw
a dying woman wheeled in, a
coat hanger embedded in her
uterus in a self abortion attempt,

Baird said many of the
Catholics who came to him have
not used birth control methods
other than rhythm, 1 once
asked 2 woman why she didn't
use the pill and she said, “It's a
sin every time I use the pill " |
asked why she wanted an
abortion and she said, *‘Well, that
would be a sin only once,"™

Following  Mr.  Baird's
address, on September 23rd,
there will be a panel on birth
control with representatives of
the clergy, medical doctor, and
lawyer, The panel will be at 7:00
P.M. in the facilities used by the
Chameleon  Coffee  House,
located in the parish hall of the
local Methodist Church,

U p SRh PRSSSSEERTR DR ) PEREEAR CGRR

Fig. 4. The Comment, September 9, 1969.

arrested eight times during the 1960s for conducting
lectures about birth control and abortion. One such ar-
rest occurred following a lecture he conducted on April
6, 1967, at Boston University. In the state of Massachu-
setts at the time, it was prohibited to provide contracep-

tion to an unmarried person.

Following his lecture, he provided condoms and
packages of contraceptive foam to the students in
the audience. For this, William Baird was then ar-
rested. In 1972, he appealed his sentencing to the
Supreme Court. Following his case, Eisenstadt v.
Baird, all persons gained the right to possess con-
traception, regardless of their marital status.’
Two years following the Eisenstadt v. Baird Supreme
Court case, William Baird made local Bridgewater

State College news. As detailed in Figures 4 and 5, Wil-
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liam Baird was featured in The Comment advertising
and discussing his guest presentation to the institution.
Sponsored by the Bridgewater State College Christian
Fellowship, the primary focus of his presentation was
the discussion of illegal abortions. The article proceeds
to describe Mr. Baird’s experiences with illegal abor-
tion issues. Bill Baird is quoted as witnessing in a New
York hospital “a dying woman wheeled in, a coat hang-
er embedded in her uterus in a self-abortion attempt.”
This chilling reality of the dangers of illegal abortions
and the epidemic society was facing was a front-page
topic at Bridgewater State College. This otherwise
hushed issue hidden from the forefront of societal view
and the cultural conversation was therefore challenged
by the second-wave feminists. The national picture of
abortion previously was tucked away in a back clos-
et inside of a box buried in a hole in the wall. Now

those pictures were one by one being unboxed and put

Bridgewater State University



Bill Baird At BSC

BRIDGEWATER. , “Most
college students are behind me,
50 far behind me that I can't see
them.” With these words, Blll
Baird, in his second appearance
on the Bridgewater campus,
challenged the audicnce to take
a stand and fight against the
antiquated and totalitarian sex
laws of Massachusetts,

Baird, who is an advisor to
the Senate of New York and
who has been asked by President
Nixon to advise the President’s
Commission on Birth Control, is
now facing a three month jail
sentence for giving a can of
contraceptive foam to a 22 year
old Boston University coed, last
year, (The same type of
contraceptive may be bought by
anyone in Zayre's department
stores and caerries a nmine-cent
state sales tax. . HYPOCRISY?)

“8000 babies are born every
hour, 70 million are born every
year, and within the next 100
years there will be one person
for every square foot of land in
the world. When two-thirds of
the world is hungry, now, what
will happen to these people?
There are simply too many
people and not enough to feed

them.™
It was a grim and ugly

picture that Baird drew for the
audience, but he brought the
issue close to home when he
explained that the birth rate in
Harlem, Roxbury, and other

under-privileged areas was the
same as India's or Pakistan's.

by Greg Lee

“We spend millions'. Baird
pointed out, “on developing
birth control plans for Indis and
other Asian countries, but it s
still a crime to talk about it or
practice it here in
Massachusetts’”

But, as Baird pointed out,
the whole issue of birth control
will become academic, because
there will be so many people in
this country that the
government will heve to take

steps to cut and regulate the
birth rate. Then birth control
will be required of everyone for
national survival. (What we don't
do on our own, the government
will have to do for us, later, and
not always to our liking or our
control, . .1984)

The Massachusetts law reads
that, in part, no one may “'sell,
lend, exhibit, advertise, or cause
to be manufactured™ any birth
control d or information,

v vErwy svess awnar W

This includes Life, Look, or any
other magazine's advertising of
the “pill™. It also includes
Cardinal Cushing =nd Monsignor
Conway who authorized a
pamphlet for Catholics entitled
The Rhythm Method. 1t includes
Zayre's department store and
countless drug stores that
exhibit and sell birth control
devices. Yel, Baird is the only
person to be prosecuted under

this law. Why? To use Baird's
own words,

The rich may purchase
abortions. They can travel to
where they are legal, or bribe
their way into hospitals under
false pretenses, but what about
the poor?. . . The thousinds of
women, black and white, who
cannot afford clinical abortions
(in other countries) who die at
the hands of quacks every year,
what about them?

sentence “grim and ugly picture that
Baird drew for the audience, but he
brought the issue close to home” to
describe the presentation style of Bill
Baird and the reality of the issue at
hand. When speaking of his actions
for the rights of all people, Bill Baird
argued he protested for “the thou-
sands of women, black and white,
who cannot afford clinical abortions
who die at the hand of quacks every
year.” Bill Baird closed his presenta-
tion to the students by “challenging
the audience to take a stand and fight
against the antiquated and totalitar-
ian sex laws in Massachusetts.”” In
a presentation to undergraduate stu-
dents at an institution with over half
of the student population comprised
of females and with the presentation-
localized with data pertaining to the
area, the information provided reso-

nated with the student body as por-

Fig. 5. The Comment, September 25, 1969.

on display, made to be discussed and interpreted by all
of the society. The dialogue for the reproductive rights
of women was now open, and that was a box that could

not be easily closed.

In the following week, Bill Baird came to Bridgewa-
ter State College and presented to the students on the
aforementioned topic. Undergraduate student Greg
Lee provided a synopsis of Bill Baird’s presentation on
birth control, abortion, and Massachusetts law. Provid-

ing several arguments for the cause, Greg Lee used the

Bridgewater State University

trayed through their writings. The

undergraduate students at Bridgewa-

ter State College in 1972 were focused on the issue of
reproductive rights. But why did it take a white, mid-
dle-aged male advocate to pioneer the rights of women
for women? Advocating throughout the nation on be-
half of women, Bill Baird used his privilege to advocate
for those in the society whose voice did not carry as
much weight. Through their focus, undergraduate stu-
dents coordinated the finances and scheduling to have
Bill Baird present at the institution and provide an ar-

gument in favor of Massachusetts legislative reform on
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reproductive rights.

With the 1960’s resurgence of societal reassessment
and vocalization on inequality, the issue of the inequal-
ity of women’s rights surfaced. With the first national
women’s movement occurring in the early twentieth
century, this “second-wave” feminist movement took
place, beginning in the 1960s and lasted until the close
of the 1980s. The primary focus of feminists in this time
was the equity beyond law and into women’s lives. This
topic spanned a wide range of issues, including repro-
ductive rights, legal inequality, and sexuality, to name
a few. The argument for women’s equality and inde-
pendence was expressed through literature, legislation,
and political activism. Looking at the popular literature
of the time, a national bestseller in 1963 was the text
by Betty Friedan entitled The Feminine Mystique. This
text addresses “the problem that has no name” which
discussed the widespread dissatisfaction amongst wom-
en who conducted traditional 1950’s homemaker roles
and the idealization of domesticity.Challenging the so-
cietal female ideals, The Feminine Mystique opened
the dialogue for reevaluation of a culture of feminine

inferiority and subservience to their male counterparts.

In conjunction with literature, a new medical oral con-
traceptive pill brought about a social reform and con-
troversial change. With the Food and Drug Administra-
tion’s approval and availability of “The Pill” in 1961,
the female sexual revolution began. With personal oral
contraception, women could now take control of their
sexuality. With the control of their own bodies, women
could now expand further into education and the work
world without the fear of unplanned pregnancy chal-

lenging their aspirations. This movement provided fe-
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males an argument for equity in the workforce, with
previousarguments for inequality centralized on the
“deficit from female employee pregnancy and mater-
nity.” In all facets of female independence, “The Pill”
provided women with a substantial basis for arguing the
invalidity of inequality in employment and education.?
Sexuality as a political argument went further into dis-
cussion during the 1960s. With the argument of “the
personal is political,” second-wave feminism also
opened the dialog on abortion, sexual assault, and leg-
islative inequality. Women hosted Speak-Outs, which
were congregations of women gathered openly to dis-
cuss their experiences with illegal abortion, a topic
rarely heard about, much less made the central focus
of discussion. With multiple women sharing their ex-
periences based on their pregnancy, which included
rape and incest, and their reasoning for abortion, which
included personal ealth threats and their experiences
during and from illegal abortions, the argument for the
need for change was indisputable. In 1971, legislative
landmark change took place in the State Supreme Court
case Roe V Wade. The case argued that the right to pri-
vacy for women to have an abortion extends under the
14th Amendment, with the primary argument being the
protection of women’s health and the protection of the
potential human life. Regulations on abortion legaliza-
tion were made, with restrictions being to the third

trimester of pregnancy.

State Funding

In 1964, Bridgewater State undergraduate students be-
gan to articulate specific demands for campus change.
Turning first to state funding, we find evidence in student
organizational meeting minutes and the student campus

newspaper that undergraduate students at Bridgewater
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State College championed a campus-based financial re-
distribution plan. Students requested that state or federal
financial funds would be directed to the construction of
a student union building, a centralized location for stu-
dent activity and meeting. With no on-campus student
building, meetings conducted by student organizations
were held minimally or in smaller groupings. With the
procurement of a student building, the undergraduate
students could then conduct meetings of a greater size

and impact.

In 1960, Bridgewater State Teachers College formally
changed its name to Bridgewater State College. Short-
ly after this, the college underwent a change in presi-
dent; when he began in 1962, Adrian Rondileau took
over for the next 25 years. During his time as president,
lasting over two decades, the campus increased great-
ly. The campus student body increased from 1,000 to
9,000 and the campus expanded from 36 to 170 acres.
At the start of his presidency, the campus encompassed
academic buildings, women’s residence halls, and an
athletic building. In 1962, the college altered its curric-
ulum to include a Bachelors of Arts degree. From 1960
to 1975, the campus changed to incorporate a student
union building, a new library, multiple new residence
halls for men and women (rather than female-only res-
idency), a gymnasium, a science and math center, and
a greenhouse. National legislative and societal changes
were reflected in the progression of the college cam-
pus in student activism and administrative reform. The
progression of student policies and campus expansion
reflected the social expansion of student enrollment in

higher education.

On Tuesday, March 3, 1964, President Rondileau held

Bridgewater State University

a meeting at the main administrative building, Boyden

Hall, with several Massachusetts legislators.

Knowledgeable of this meeting and those in attendance,
the undergraduate students organized a gathering. Over
seven hundred Bridgewater State College students gath-
ered outside of Boyden Hall, congregating at the steps
of the building. The students, exercising their rights as
potential voters and paying students, vocalized their de-
sires for the appointment of funding for the institution
to go towards the construction of a student union build-
ing. From inside the meeting, the hum of student voic-
es requesting the funds could not be ignored by any in
attendance. They were so effective that State Represen-
tative David Flynn, local alumnus of the Bridgewater
State Teachers College class of 1958, decided to sup-
port their cause. Along with other Bridgewater alumni,
Representative Flynn advised the students about how
best to organize their campaign. Following this advice,
activist students formed a “Student Union Committee”
to pressure campus officials and the state legislature

todesignate funds according to student demands.’

As depicted in Figure 6, the students moved beyond
the campus base in interest of attaining the finances
necessary to construct the student union building.
Justover a month since the first student move-
ment, the Bridgewater State College undergraduate
students gathered at the steps outside of a legislative
meeting. Nevertheless, these steps were not located at
the base of the campus administrative faculty building.
The undergraduate students made the trip from Bridge-
water to Boston. Rallying outside of the Massachusetts
State House, the students gained the attention of state

legislators. With students rallying outside of the state
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house, student action was seen as one entered the build-
ing, looked outside the windows, or walked the streets.
In conjunction with this, the undergraduate students
and graduate students, totaling over three thousand in
number, gathered to complete personalized letters and
phone calls to lawmakers vocalizing their request and

their position as potential voters.

With their movement gaining regional attention, the
actions of the students gained the attention of Massa-
chusetts Governor John Volpe. Governor Volpe, a Mas-
sachusetts native and son of Italian immigrants, notably

fought for equality issues for minorities.

Signing legislation to ban racial imbalances in educa-
tion, reorganize the state’s Board of Education, liber-
alize birth control laws, and increase public housing
for low-income families, his fight for equality and lo-
calized issues was not uncommon. Upon hearing of a
student movement for a local cause, the students were
called for a meeting with Governor Volpe to discuss the
issue. Prior to this meeting, the undergraduate student
paper, The Campus Comment,published a political car-
toon to showcase the potential impact of this meeting.
As showcased in Figure 7 the meeting of the under-
graduate students and the morale of the students’ spirit
will influence the results of the formation of the Stu-
dent Union Building. Following the meeting, Governor
Volpe, in collaboration with Bridgewater State College
administration and faculty, ensured the allocation of
state funding for the construction of a student union
building. After years-long protests, the undergraduate
students at Bridgewater State College had reached their
goal. Through determination, political activism, and

patience, the construction of the student union building
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BRIDGEW ATER RALLIES FOR STUDENT UNION

A, 1954

The atmosphere was thatof a rally
bedore the Big Gaurne, but there was
A& more importmant isswe than the
support of & tearm at hand: a Student
Usdon Bullding foxr BSC,

At an assembly for all studeats
Tetsday, April 7, SCA Presidest
Jim Heary outlined the prooedures
that we as students and future voters
can follow to insure the allotment
of funds for the bullding, The first
step, Jim aaid, 18 (5 sogualnt the

facts {8 a nocessity 1f BSC is to win
the fNght for fumds, Only sotive
participatiom by each student, par-
ent, and friend of the college can
convince the legislators that this
building is really important,

Dean Lee Harrington agreed with
Jiz @hat only & strong active group
can have any effect on the mea in
Boston, He emgphasized the fact
that letters and phone calls from
1500 endergraduates and 1800 grad-

public with the neeods of the College
and how s Student Unfon can meet
these needs, Contacting each legis~
lator and presenting him with the

uate students cannot be taken lightly
by the lawmakers, particularly whea
these are letters from woters and
potential voters,

Fig. 6. The Campus Comment, December 14, 1964.

went underway.

The efforts of the students on the issue of construction
of the Student Union Building reflected the action of
the students to seize power in the institution. The un-
dergraduate student’s efforts transformed the control of
funding from the administration to the students’ inter-
ests. Having the power to control the funding result-
ed in the construction of a Student Union Building, as
depicted in Figure 8. The groundbreaking construction
of a building designed directly for student interests
showcased the power change from administration to
students. Students gained control of the progression of
the institution in appearance and future development.
Students gained a location for meetings, meals, and
leisure. Whether the purpose was for organizational
progression or simply for students to have a new place

to hang out, this construction was monumental for the
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school. The students seized the power. The students
gained the funds. The students gained a building. At
a state institution, the students procured the power to

make this institution their institution.

Conclusion

As this history of student activism at Bridgewater State
College between 1960 and 1975 clearly shows, small
campuses all across the country did as much to shape
and enact postwar social change. Showcasing that
students have a voice in their community makes the
community reflect their voice. Their efforts provide a
foundation for a deeper understanding of the societal
transformations occurring around the nation. By step-
ping into the minds of those in the past, one can de-
velop a better comprehension of the world we live in
today. With this newfound knowledge of the institution,
found by using archives to look into its past, students
at the institution can connect with the university on a

greater level, and with the nation as a whole.

The issue of decision-making at the local level influ-
enced the transformative change of Bridgewater State
College. The undergraduate students’ procurement of
power from the administration resulted in the transfor-
mation of the institution over ten years. Before their
actions, women could not enter establishments where
alcohol was served, the topic of contraception was ta-
boo, and state school spending was the decision of the
institution. Ten years later, the students were serving
alcohol in an on-campus bar, the topic of contraception
and sexuality were open dialogues and students had a
role in the spending of the institution. Students gained

the right to control their campus, their money, and their
bodies.

Bridgewater State University
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Fig. 7. “Student Union Committee Visits Governor,”
The Campus Comment, April 1, 1968.

Nationally, undergraduate students took to nonviolent
activism to insight change at the local level. One of the
first notable instances of this took place on February 1,
1960, in Greensboro, North Carolina. In Woolworth’s
restaurant, several students sparked a nationwide
movement for change. The black college students from
North Carolina Agricultural and Technical Universi-
ty entered the restaurant and sat at the lunch counter
to be served. After being refused service due to their
race, the students refused to leave, peacefully protest-
ing the segregation of service to them based on their
race. From this movement, these college students then
unifed together with the focus on civil rights. The Stu-
dent Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) was
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formed to provide youth blacks a voice in the move-
ment for equality. The students then organized various
peaceful movements to address the inequality, such as
sit-ins and peace marches. Ella Baker, a notable local
African American civil rights activist, assisted the stu-
dents in the formation of SNCC. Ella Baker in 1969, in
regards to the civil rights movement by students, stated
“Oppressed people, whatever their level of formal edu-

cation, have the ability to understand and interpret the

Fig. 8.“G roundbreak and Construction,” The Campus
Comment, February 26, 1969.

world around them, to see the world for what it is, and
move to transform it.”!° The students gathering in pro-
test of oppression provided a safe outlet for students to
vocalize their dissatisfaction with societal issues. The
students at North Carolina Agricultural and Technical
University were the first in the student movement in the
1960s, but they certainly were not the last. The actions
of these undergraduate students then inspired other un-
dergraduate students around the nation to conduct sim-
ilar political action for localized issues. Around the na-
tion, undergraduate students utilized their institutional
campuses as foregrounds to create fundamental change

for the enhancement of social reform.
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