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Volume: 4.5 linear feet (4 document boxes) 
 
Acquisition: All items in this manuscript group were donated to Bridgewater State University by 
Kathy Bertrand and Linda Lundin in 2021. 
 
Access: Access to this record group is unrestricted. 
 
Copyright: The researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming with the laws of 
copyright. Whenever possible, the Maxwell Library will provide information about copyright 
owners and other restrictions, but the legal determination ultimately rests with the researcher. 
Requests for permission to publish material from this collection should be discussed with the 
University Archivist. 

 

Joanne “Jo” Winter Collection 
Biographical Sketch 

Joanne “Jo” Winter, 1924-1996, was a well-known ball player of the twentieth century.  Winter 
was born in Chicago and grew up in the suburb of Maywood, Illinois.  A versatile athlete, she 
competed in basketball, swimming, volleyball, soccer, track, handball, tennis, golf, and 
baseball.  Winter began her career in the Amateur Softball Association (ASA), coached by 
Emery Parichy, and left that league after being scouted by the All-American Girls Professional 
Baseball League (AAGPBL).  In 1943 the All-American Girls Soft Ball League was created by 
Philip K. Wrigley, owner of Major League Baseball’s Chicago Cubs, in response to MLB rosters 
being decimated by the draft during World War II which was creating a loss of revenue.  The 
league would later change its name to the All-American Professional Girls Baseball League after 
the inaugural season.  

In 1943 when Winter joined the AAGPBL, she began playing for the Racine Belles out of 
Racine, Wisconsin.  Her jersey number was 16.  That same year, the Racine Belles won the post-
season playoff championship game.  With this victory the Belles became the first World 
Champions of Girls Professional Baseball.  Winter stayed with the Racine Belles for eight 
seasons, leaving in 1950 when the team relocated.  In 1946, Winter was awarded a spot on the 
AAGPBL All-Star Team as a member of the pitching staff.  During those eight seasons Winter 
amassed great successes and is one of seven pitchers with 100 or more wins in AAGPBL history.  
She was known as a “strikeout pitcher,” usually with an ERA in the mid 2.50 to 3.00 range.   

After the Racine Belles disbanded the team moved to Battle Creek, MI and became the Battle 
Creek Belles.  Rather than go to Battle Creek to continue playing for the Belles, Winter jumped 
to the National Girls Baseball League (NGBL) along with four of her teammates (see letter in the 
Helen Nunamaker Collection that references players, including Winter, who the AAGBL was 
trying to keep on for the 1952 season). Similar to Winter, three of these teammates had played 
for the Racine Belles from 1943-1950: Maddy English, Sophie Kurys, and Edythe (Perlick) 
Keating.  As a result of their league move (AAGPBL to NGBL), these players were banned from 
playing in the AAGPBL again.  Winter played in the NGBL from 1952-1954.  She was inducted 
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into the National Women’s Baseball Hall of Fame in 2005 and was a consultant in the production 
of the 1992 movie A League of Their Own. 

When the NGBL disbanded in 1954, Winter transitioned to a professional athletic career in golf.  
She was a prominent member of the Ladies Professional Golf Association (LPGA) after joining 
in 1962.  Winter won the Arizona State Women's Golf Championship four times, and played in a 
total of 25 tournaments.  Upon retiring from golf in 1965, Winter began a multiple-decades-long 
profession as a master teacher of golf.  Winter carries the accolade of being one of 14 original 
Master Professionals in the LPGA Teaching and Club Professional Division.  Throughout her 
30-year career as a master teacher of golf, she coached women's golf at Scottsdale Community 
College and Arizona State University.  Winter was named LPGA Teacher of the Year in 1969 
and later received the Ellen Griffin Rolex Award in 1995.  Additionally, Winter established the 
Arizona Silver Belle Golf Championship. 
 

Joanne “Jo” Winter Collection 
Scope and Content Note 
 
This collection is part of the larger Kathleen Bertrand and Linda Lundin: Honoring Women in 
Sports Collection. The entire collection is comprised of scrapbooks documenting Winter’s 
athletic career. These scrapbooks contain news clippings, AAGPBL ephemera, and material 
pertaining to Winter’s time in the NGBL and ASA.  
 
Related collections include the numerous collections that make up the Kathleen Bertrand and 
Linda Lundin, Honoring Women in Sports Collection. Other women’s baseball and softball 
collections include: the Mary Pratt Collection (AAGPBL), the All-American Girls Professional 
Baseball League Collection, the Joanne “Jo” Winter Collection (English’s teammate while 
playing for Racine), the Margaret “Marge” Russo Collection, the Helen Delores Nunamaker 
Collection, the Edith Dennison Bloomer Girl Collection, the Bertha Levi Collection, and more.     
 

Joanne “Jo” Winter Collection 
Box and Scrapbook List 
 
Box 1 
Scrapbook  
 
1. Winter’s original AAGPBL contract (1943); original AAGSBL program from 1943; contains 

material on Winter’s athletic career before playing professionally, material on her brother, a 
boxer. 

2. Newspaper clippings from 1943 Racine Belles. 
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Box 2 
Scrapbook 
 
3. Newspaper clippings from 1944-1945; Contains several original AAGPBL programs, 

schedules, a scorecard, etc.; sheet music for “The Belles March”; 2 telegrams; a uniform 
patch. 

4. Newspaper clippings, 1946. 
 
Box 3 
Scrapbook 
 
5. Newspaper clippings, 1946; 1 large photo of Racine pitchers. 
6. Newspaper clippings from 1946 and some other material. 
 
Box 4 
Scrapbook 
 
7. Newspaper clippings from 1947. 
8. 1947-1958; contains material on Winter playing for the NGBL through 1954; Winter playing 

for the ASA during the 1955 season; includes letter and articles about a lawsuit for withheld 
player salary payments; newspaper clippings of Winter as a professional golfer after baseball 
and softball career were over. 

 
 
 


