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State Formal School,

BRIDGEWATER, DMASS,

Tus Institution was established by the State, for the direct preparation
of teachers, of both sexes, to instruct in the public schools of the
Commonwealth, and is under the direction of the State Board of Educa-
tion. The first class was received on the 9th of September, 1840; and
the whole number of students has been twelve hundred and sixteen; of
these, seven hundred and ninety-nine have completed the prescribed
course of stuly, and received certificates, or diplomas.

SCHOOL YEAR AND TERMS.

The School Year is divided into two Terms; the Spring Term com-
mences on the third Wednesday of March; and the Fall Term on the
third Wednesday of September. The former is preceded by a vacation
of four weeks, the latter by a vacation of ecight weeks, with a week’s
recess near the middle of each term.

A Tublic Examination is held at the close of every term, under the
direction of the Secretary and the Visiting Committee of the Board of
Education, The School is also open to visitors during any of its regular
sessions. ¥

The Examination at the close of the present term will commence on
Monday, Febrnary 18th, at 9 o’clock, a. m., and continue two days.

CONDITIONS OF ADMISSION.

Applieants for admission must make an explicit declaration of their
intention to become teachers in the public schools of Massachusetts.
Males must be at least seventeen, and females at least sixteen, years of
age. They must present a satisfactory certificate of good moral charac-

* I'ersons intending to teach in other States, or in private schools, may be admitted by
paying £10 a term for tuition.
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ter; and must pass a satisfactory examination in Reading, Spelling, De-
fining, Writing, Arithmetie, Geography, and English Grammar. After
the next Term, candidates will also be examined in the History of the
United States. Some experience in teaching will make the course of
instruction in the School much more valuable to the pupil. No one is
received for less than ihree successive Terms. - If; after admission, a
pupil who las had much experience in teaching, is found to be well
qualified, he may complete the eourse in less time, but in no case in less
than two terms.

Candidates for admission must present themselves for examination at
the schoolroom, at 9 o'clock, . 1., on Wednesday, the first day of the
term. Ixcept in extraordinary cases, no one will be examined later in
the term. -

STUDILES.

The course of study includes Reading, Spelling, Defining, and English
Literature ; General and English Grammar, History and Etymology of
English Language, and Prose Composition; Geography, Mathematical,
Thysical and Political, with the Construction of Maps; Consfitntion and
History of the United States, and General History ; Arithmetic, Mental
and Written, Algebra, Geometry, Tlane Trigonomeiry, Mensuration and
Surveying, Natural Thilosophy, and Astronomy; Physiology and Hygi-
ene, Writing, Book-keeping, Voeal Music, Diawing and Gymnasties;
and the Art of Teaching, with reference to Fhysical, Intellectual, and
Moral Culture, including Mental and Moral Philosoply, General Princi-
ples and Methods of Instruction, Schook Laws, School Organization and
Government.

Rhetorie, Logie, Chemistry, Botany, Geology, Latin and other Lan-
guages, whenever the previous attainments of the pupils will permit.

The primary ohject of the course of instruction is to secure a thorough
investigation of the principles of the studies pursued, and of the best
modes of teaching them. All the exercises of the School are conducted
with constant regard to preparation for the work of instruction in the
Public Schools.

Those who complete, in a satisfactory manner, the prescribed course of
study, will receive the General Diploma of the Institution. Tle course
embraces a period of three terms; but those who desire it, (and all who
can will find it advantageous to do so,) may pursue a more extended

sy



BRIDGEWATER NORMAL SCHOOL, 7

course, and, upon its completion, will receive an appropriate certificate,
or diploma.

LIBRARY, APPARATUS, AND CABINET.

The Institution has, besides the supply of text books upon the different
branches of the course of study, a valnable Linrary of works for general
reference and reading, to which the pupils have access without charge,
It is also supplied with ApparaTus for the illustration of some of the more
important principles in natural philosophy, asttonomy, physiology and
mathematics; and has the foundation of a good Canrver of minerals and
geological specimens. Additions to these are made as frequently as the
funds of the School, or the donations of its friends will permit.

EXPENSES, AND STATE AID.

Tuition is fiee to all who intend to become teachers in the public
schools of Massachusetts, wherever they may have previously resided. A
fee of $1.50 is paid by each pupil at the beginning of the Term, to meet
incidental expenses.

Good hoard is obtained in private families. The price usually paid is
$2.75 per week, including washing; fuel and lights only, are 3 separate
charge.

Most of the Text-hooks required, are furnished to the Student free of
charge, from the School Library. Each pupil will need a Bible, a Die-
tionary, and an Adlas. Tt is also recommended that the pupils should
bring with' them, for the purpose of reference, such text-books as they
may have.

For the assistance of those who are unable to meet the expenses of a
course of instruetion in the Sehool, the State makes an annual appropria-
tion of one thousand dollars. This sum is distributed among deserving
pupils from Massachusetts, who have been members of the School thirteen
weeks, as follows:—to those who reside not more than twenty miles from
the School, fifty cents per week; those residing between twenty and thirty
miles, one dollar; and to those more than thirty miles, one dollar and fifty
cents per weele,

Applications for this aid are required to be made to the Principal, in
wrifing, with good references,

Bridgewaler, January, 1861,
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